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Kelly O’Neill, Ph.D. 
 
History Department, Harvard University 
1730 Cambridge Street koneill@fas.harvard.edu 
Cambridge, MA 02138 http://history.fas.harvard.edu/people/faculty/oneill.php 
 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

 

Associate Professor of History, Harvard University 2012-present 

Assistant Professor of History, Harvard University 2007-2012 

 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D., History, Harvard University 2006 

M.A., Regional Studies: Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Harvard University 2000 

B.A., magna cum laude with distinction, Russian, Amherst College 1997 
 
 

MONOGRAPH & JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Southern Empire: the Logic and Limits of Russian Rule in Crimea (book manuscript, forthcoming with Yale 
University Press) 

The Imperiia Project (historical GIS of the Russian Empire): http://worldmap.harvard.edu/maps/886 

“Slaves, Subjects, and the Irrelevance of Empire in the Black Sea, 1774-1866,” (article, under 
consideration) 

“The Taste of Enlightened Agriculture: Winemaking and Imperial Ideology in the Russian South” 
(article, under consideration) 

“Rethinking Elite Integration: Crimean Murzas and the Evolution of Russian Nobility,” Cahiers du 
Monde russe, 2010, issue 51/2-3 

“Between Subversion and Submission: the Integration of the Crimean Khanate into the Russian 
Empire, 1783-1853,” Ph.D. Dissertation, Harvard University, 2006  

“Constructing Russian Identity in the Imperial Borderland: Architecture, Islam, and the 
Transformation of the Crimean Landscape,” Ab Imperio 2 (2006): 163-192 

“Allegiance to Tsar and Allah: Crimean Tatars in the Russian Empire, 1783-1853,” Central Eurasian 
Studies Review 5, no.1 (2006): 31-35 
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DATA VISUALIZATIONS 

“The Crisis in Ukraine (August 2014)”: 
http://globalstudies.cga.harvard.edu/neatline/fullscreen/crisis-in-ukraine  

 

“Crimean Coastland”: http://eurasia.cga.harvard.edu/neatline/show/crimean-coastland 
 

Tableau Visualization Profile: https://public.tableau.com/profile/koneill#!/ 
 
 

INVITED TALKS & CONFERENCE PAPERS (2012-PRESENT) 

“Towards a Historical Gazetteer of Imperial Russia” (panel presentation): ‘The Digital Eighteenth 
Century’ panel / Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES) Annual 
Convention / Philadelphia, PA / November 22, 2015 

“Geo-Graphy in Eurasian History” (panel presentation): ‘A Geographical Turn? New Uses of 
Geography in the Writing of Russian and East European History’ / Association for Slavic, East 
European, and Eurasian Studies Annual Convention / Philadelphia, PA / November 22, 2015 

“Crimea and the Production of Russia’s Maritime World” (invited talk): Stanford University 
Eurasian Empires Workshop / May 11, 2015 

“Beautiful Spaces: Orchards, Gardens, and the Mapping of Empire in Crimea” (invited talk): 
Stanford University Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies / May 8, 2015 

Invited participant: Book Panel on Paul Werth’s The Tsar’s Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate 
of Religious Freedom in Imperial Russia (Oxford, 2014) / Association for the Study of 
Nationalities 2015 World Convention / Columbia University / 24 April 2015 

“The Lion and the Chora: Soviet Archaeology and the Remapping of the Black Sea World” (invited 
panel presentation): ‘The Black Sea in the Socialist World’ Conference / Birkbeck College, 
University of London, Department of History, Classics and Archaeology / February 6, 2015 

“Crimea in Russian History and Russian Historical Imagination” (invited panel presentation): / 
‘Crimea: Whose Homeland? On the Occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the Deportation of 
Crimean Tatars’ / Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute Symposium / Harvard University / 
May 19, 2014 

Panelist, ‘Crisis in Crimea: Historical and Modern Perspectives’ / Davis Center and Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute Special Event / March 13, 2014  

Panelist, ‘What is an Archive?’ (History Department Seminar) / Harvard University / March 12, 
2014 

“Placing Crimea: Spatial Approaches to the History of Ukraine” (invited panel presentation): ‘Quo 
Vadis Ukrainian History?’ / Harvard University / November 19-20, 2013 

 “Small Ports and Unruly Rivers: Towards a Spatial History of the Russian Economy” (invited panel 
presentation): ‘New Frontiers in Russian, Soviet and Post-Soviet Economic History’ / Yale 
University / November 1, 2013 

http://scholar.harvard.edu/koneill/presentations/crimea-russian-history-and-russian-historical-imagination
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“The Imperiia Project: Historical GIS and the Russian Empire” (invited keynote): ‘Early Russian 
Itineraries: Movement and the Space of the Russian Empire’ (2013 Ralph and Ruth Fisher 
Forum) / University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign / June 15, 2013  

“Developing New Approaches to Studying Imperial Russia Using WorldMap” (conference 
presentation): Harvard IT Summit / June 6, 2013 

“Data is Everything, Everything is Data: towards an historical GIS of the Russian Empire” (invited 
presentation): ‘Time, Space & Narrative: a Workshop on Digital Mapping and its Objectives 
/ University of Chicago / April 6, 2013  

Discussant: ‘American Colonies, Pacific Markets, Imperial Knowledge: Russia's 19th Century Navy 
as an Engine for Christianity, Technology, and Commerce’ / Association for Slavic, East 
European and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES) Annual Convention / New Orleans / November 
2012 

“Empire on Her Mind: the Travels of Catherine II” (invited panel presentation): Special Session of 
the Central Eurasian Studies Society Thirteenth Annual Conference / Indiana University 
/ October 18, 2012 

“Mighty Stream so Wide and Deep: Rivers and the Idea of Russian Empire” (invited talk): ‘Pathways 
to Russia’ Symposium / Museum of Russian Icons / April 21, 2012 

“Managing Abundance: Oak Trees, Shipyards, and the Reorganization of Russian Space” (panel 
presentation): British Association for Slavonic and East European Studies Annual Conference / 
Cambridge University / April 2012 

“Intimate Spaces: Estate Maps and the Boundaries of Social Authority” (panel presentation): 
‘Wrangling Space into Russian History’ / Radcliffe Institute Exploratory Seminar / February 
2012 

 
 

INTERVIEWS 

“Crimea in the Russian World” (podcast interview): Ottoman History Podcast (scheduled to post in 
April 2016) 

“All Eyes on Putin Post-Referendum in Crimea” (radio interview): KCRW, March 17, 2014 
 
 

CONFERENCES ORGANIZED 

“Digital History: The Future of Exploring the Past” (co-organizer): New England History Teachers 
Association Annual Conference / Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence / March 18, 2016 

“Wrangling Space into Russian History” (organizer): Radcliffe Institute Exploratory Seminar / 
Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University / February 2012 

“Space and Circulation in Russian and Eurasian Studies” (co-organizer): Junior Scholars Training 
Workshop / University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign / June 2011 

 
 

http://scholar.harvard.edu/koneill/presentations/data-everything-everything-data-towards-historical-gis-russian-empire
http://scholar.harvard.edu/koneill/presentations/empire-her-mind-travels-catherine-ii
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TEACHING & PEDAGOGY 

Seminars: Mapping Cultural Space: Sites, Systems, Practices across Eurasia (graduate seminar); Digital 
History from 101 to 3.0; The Life and Reign of Catherine the Great (reading seminar); What is 
Imperial History? (sophomore tutorial); Cities and the Making of Modern Russia (reading 
seminar); The Black Sea World (research seminar); Imperial Russia proseminar (graduate 
seminar) 

Lecture courses: History of the Russian Empire; The Phoenix and the Firebird: Russia in Global 
Perspective (Societies of the World); Russia and the Great Eurasian Steppe; Exploration and 
Empire Building (Societies of the World) 

 

GSAS Research Workshops: co-sponsor of the Russian & East European History workshop (2007-
present); founder and co-sponsor of the Digital History workshop (2016) 

Nominee for the Joseph R. Levenson Memorial Teaching Prize (2010) 

Talks and Workshops (at Harvard): 
 

 “Designing Courses for Learning and Creativity”/ New Faculty Institute / August 24, 2015 

 “Why you DO need a map to find Moscow” / REECA Orientation / August 24, 2015  
(previous versions of the talk given at the orientation events in 2014, 2013, and 2012) 

 “GIS in the Ivory Tower” / GIS and the Humanities / Center for Geographic Analysis, 
Harvard University / November 18, 2014 

 “From Narrative to New Knowledge” / Talking About Teaching | Experience. Debate. Act. 
/ Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning / October 9, 2014 

 “Inclusive Teaching” / New Faculty Institute / August 25, 2014 

 “Lessons from the Classroom: Spatial Strategies for Teaching Russian History” / Visualizing 
Global Studies: a mapping workshop for educators / Global Studies Outreach / August 7, 
2014 

 “Making the Most(?) of Smart Spaces” / Teaching in the physical classroom: creative ways 
to utilize space and objects as part of an active learning experience / Bok Center / April 8, 
2014 

 “GIS and Russian History” / Regional Studies GIS Orientation / August 29, 2013 

 “To Collaborate or Not to Collaborate? Thoughts on individual and group assignments in 
the history classroom” / Digital Teaching Fellows Workshop / May 10, 2013 

 “Annotation and Deep Mapping in the History Classroom” / Going Spatial: a Fellows 
Workshop / March 13, 2014 

 “Why I Make Maps (and why I think you should, too)” / GIS and the Humanities / Center 
for Geographic Analysis, Harvard University / December 2013 

 

http://scholar.harvard.edu/koneill/presentations/lessons-classroom-spatial-strategies-teaching-russian-history
http://globalstudiesoutreach.harvard.edu/visualizing-global-studies
http://globalstudiesoutreach.harvard.edu/visualizing-global-studies

