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Course Description
From the Middle East to the Pacific rim, Russia is re-emerging as a major player on the world stage. Russia has transitioned in significant ways since the 1991 break-up of the Soviet Union (“the evil empire”), just as it did during the tumultuous aftermath of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution that ended a 300-year imperial dynasty. Through in-depth, interdisciplinary examination of six key themes with contemporary as well as historical resonance (conquest, political terror, the environment, commerce, cultural difference, and mobility), we will investigate the evolving concept of “Russianness” in a global context, using Putin’s Russia of today as a frequent reference point.  Assignments include deep mapping, object biography, essays, and curation of a “Russia in the World” digital exhibit.

Format
1) 90-minute meetings (2 per week). These will often begin with mini-lectures, each of which will help unpack the cultural and historical significance of the unit theme. Most meetings will include time for class discussion and group exercises.  The first week of each unit provides a “macro view,” while the second week zooms in on a “micro topic” that supports your preparation for the unit assignment.
2) 60-minute section (1 per week). The format will vary between discussion section and venue for group or digital work.

Requirements
	Readings and viewings, class exercises and discussion 
	20%

	Unit assignments (6 total). Detailed instructions for each assignment are available on the course website.
	35%

	Individual contribution to the “Russia in Global Perspective” digital exhibit. These will be showcased at the end-of-semester event to be held during Reading Period and accompanied by tea and Russian pancakes.
	25%

	Take-home essay exam
	20%



Course Policies: Please see the course website for detailed course policies. 



Required Books 

The following books are available for purchase at the COOP and on reserve at Lamont. All other readings are available on the course site.

Jane Burbank and Fred Cooper, Empires in World History: Power and the Politics of Difference (2010)
Martin Gilbert, Routledge Atlas of Russian History (4th edition, 2007)
Valerie Kivelson and Joan Neuberger, eds., Picturing Russia: Explorations in Visual Culture (2008)
Marshall Poe, The Russian Moment in World History (2003)
Vladimir Alexandrov, The Black Russian (2013)
Anton Chekhov, The Cherry Orchard (translated by S. M. Carnicke; 2010)
Michael Khodarkovsky, Bitter Choices: loyalty and betrayal in the Russian conquest of the North Caucasus (2011)


Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments

Introduction: Russian Empires

Meetings:	Jan 28. The Many Faces of Russia
	Jan 30. Mapping Cultural Geography
	Section: (No section this week)

Readings:	Poe, The Russian Moment in World History: 1-9 
Burbank and Cooper, Empires in World History, “Imperial Trajectories”: 1-20


[bookmark: U1]Unit 1. Conquest and War

Unit Assignment: “Trajectories” 
You will collaborate with group members to produce an annotated timeline that allows us to reflect on the common assertion that Russia is/was an inherently expansionist state.


Macro Topic (week 2): Imperialisms and World Politics
Meetings:	Feb 4. Russia’s Insatiable Appetite
	Feb 6: Russia in Ruins 
	Section: Discussion of unit assignment

Readings:	Poe, Russian Moment, chapters 5-7
Burbank and Cooper, Empires, chapters 7, 9, 12
Seventeen Moments in Soviet History: “Soviet Territorial Annexations”. Read the subject essay & (under ‘Texts’) “The Secret Protocol” through “Admission of Western Ukraine to the Soviet Union”
Constitution of the Russian Federation, chapters 1-3
Vladimir Putin, “Speech at the Ceremonial Gathering to Commemorate Kazan's 1000th Anniversary” 
Unit 1. Conquest and War, continued

Micro Topic (week 3): Imperial Cities
Meetings:	Feb 11. Moscow as Third Rome 
	Feb 13. St. Petersburg as “Invented” Western-Style Capital
	Section: Presentation and discussion of Trajectories assignment

Readings:	Leo Tolstoy, War & Peace, pp. 849-898
Joseph Brodsky, “Guide to a Renamed City”



[bookmark: U2]Unit 2. Political Terror and Dissent
Unit Assignment: “Terrorism in Media and Scholarship” 
Your task is to research the contemporary media and scholarly coverage of an episode of political terrorism. Based on your findings you will produce a short piece of writing (1,000 words) that analyzes the similarities and differences in the way these sources describe, contextualize, and define the significance of terror. A list of possible topics will be provided.


Macro Topic (week 4): Repression & Resistance
Meetings:	Feb 18. Autocracy, Ideology and Bloodshed
	Feb 20. Cultural Resistance
Section: Discussion of readings and film

Readings:	Documents on revolutionary terrorism (Richard Pipes, “Towards the Police State”; “Vera Figner Defends Assassination in the Name of the People, 1881”; “Manifesto of Alexander III Affirming Autocracy”)
	Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Gulag Archipelago, pp. xv-xviii, 193-218
	Gulag: Many Days, Many Lives [http://gulaghistory.org]
	Maxim Pozdorovkin film, “Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer”


Micro Topic (week 5): Understanding Chechnya 
Meetings:	Feb 25. The Political Landscape of the Caucasus
	Feb 27. Fighting for Faith
Section: Continued discussion of Bitter Choices & research strategies

Readings:	Michael Khodarkovsky, Bitter Choices
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Unit 3. Environmental Exploration and Exploitation
Unit Assignment: “Deep Mapping” 
Together with the members of your group you will be assigned a site of environmental trauma. Using Neatline, you will build an annotated map that draws on a range of textual and visual sources in order to tell “the story” of your site. 

Macro Topic (week 6): Landscapes
Meetings:	Mar 4. Imagining Russian Landscapes
	Mar 6. The Politics of (Eurasian) Geography
	Section: Neatline workshop
		
Readings:	Paintings by Peredvizhniki (website gallery)
Chekhov, “The Cherry Orchard”
Richard Pipes, “The Environment and its Consequences” 
Exodus to the East (excerpt)

Micro Topic (week 7): Interventions & Traumas 
Meetings:	Mar 11. Chernobyl 
	Mar 13. Preservation & Extinction in the Pacific and Central Asia
	Section: Deep map show-and-tell

Readings:	25 Years Later (Time Photo Gallery) 
PBS News Hour, “Revisiting Chernobyl” (12-minute video)
Gazprom and Russia’s Foreign Policy (NPR Special Series; watch or read the transcript, 20 minutes total)
Ryan Jones, “A Havoc Made Among Them: Animals, Empire, and Extinction in the Russian North Pacific, 1741-1810,” Environmental History 16, no.4 (2011): 585-609
Seventeen Moments in Soviet History: “BAM” & “Cleaning Up Baikal” & “Meltdown in Chernobyl”


[bookmark: U4]Unit 4. Commerce, Production, and Consumption

Unit Assignment: “Object Biography” 
Use Omeka to create a biography of an object selected from the course gallery. The elements of the biography must include timeline, brief biographies of producers and other associated persons, and a brief textual accompaniment (no more than 300 words). 

Macro Topic (week 8): Russia for Sale 
Meetings:	Mar 25. Gold and Groats 
	Mar 27. Global Markets 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section: Training in Omeka Exhibit building

Readings:	Kivelson and Neuberger, Picturing Russia [chapters 2, 7, 13, 15, 16, 21, 24]
	Svetlana Boym, Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia, pp. 29-40, 102-109
	Ronald Suny, The Soviet Experiment: 233-251 (Stalin’s Industrial Revolution)

Unit 4. Commerce, Production, and Consumption, continued

Micro Topic (week 9): Case Studies
Meetings:	Apr 1. Fabergé and the Famous Eggs
	Apr 3. Trafficking Women Across Borders and Centuries
	Section: Discussion of object biographies and group curation

Readings:	Read and be prepared to comment on each of the object biographies produced by your classmates.
	Yuliya Tverdova, “Human Trafficking in Russia and Other Post-Soviet States,” Human Rights Review vol.12 (2011): 329-344



Unit 5. Cultural Difference and Identities
Unit Assignment: “Writing Identities” 
Write an essay of 1500 words (6-8 pp.) examining the identity category of your choosing (a list of possibilities will be provided).


Macro topic (week 10): Outsiders and Others
Meetings:	Apr 8.  Foreign visitors’ perspectives in historical and contemporary perspective
	Apr 10.  Internal perspectives of multiple contemporary “Others” 
	Section: Structuring and preparing for writing

Readings:	Portfolio of travel literature selections
		Robert Crews, “Empire and the Confessional State: Islam and Religious Politics in Nineteenth Century Russia,” American Historical Review (February 2003): 50-83
Peter Holquist, “To Count, to Extract, and to Exterminate: Population Statistics and Population Politics in Late Imperial Russia,” in A State of Nations: 111-144
Terry Martin, The Affirmative Action Empire: 1-27


Micro Topic (week 11): Representing Russia from Inside and Outside
Meetings:	Apr 15. Russia’s Self-Portraits in visual and performing arts
	Apr 17. Imagining “Russianness” 
Section:  Discussion of YouTube playlist

Readings:	YouTube playlist of diverse excerpted “performances”
	Kivelson and Neuberger, Picturing Russia [chapters 26, 27, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 39, 41, 48]



Unit 6. Mobility and Dispersion
Unit Assignment: “Vantage Points”
In this assignment you will research and take on the persona of an individual émigré or a member of the community left behind. You will create a digital audio recording narrating “your” experience.


Macro Topic (week 12):
Meetings:	Apr 22. Violence and Migration
	Apr 24. Emigration and Diaspora Communities
	Section: Discussion of reading and “Russia in Global Perspective” project

Readings:	Vladimir Alexandrov, The Black Russian


Micro topic (week 13): Russia in the USA
Meetings:	Apr 29. Brighton Beach
	Section: None
	Class trip to the Museum of Russian Icons

Readings:	Short fiction by Sergei Dovlatov
	Film screening: Brat II


[Date/time of “Russia in Global Perspective” Exhibit event TBD!]
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